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By Asia Johnson 
Managing Editor 


Tyler Junior College has implemented a new 
J opportunity for students, faculty and staff to voice 
their concerns and ideas, called the TJC Master Plan. 
This plan includes surveys for students, faculty/ 
staff and community members to make comments, 
express concerns and state what they enjoy or want 
to improve about campus. 

The new Strategic Plan 2020-2026, which is 
a seven-year plan used to put into action the 
community's vision for TJC’s future and what ways to 
build on its historic past, was used as inspiration for 
this Master Plan. 

According to Vice President of Operations, Kim 
Lessner, “TJC leadership identified the desire and 
. need to conduct a comprehensive master plan 

during the development of the college’s Strategic 

| Plan 2020-2026.” 
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| This plan will involve addressing the needs and Dae | Photos by Chris Swann 
concerns of the campus as well as the campus’ _ Top: An aerial view overlooking the various buildings on campus. 
community. : h Pe ae 
“ ; hue : n Conservatory an r r from above. 
qiGe bel poseiat this projet is to provide TIC with Bottom: Vaughn Conservatory and Rogers Student Center from above 
a multi-year comprehensive Master Plan to address plan will assess facility needs, address enrollment campus. Currently, there are 42 buildings on TJC’s 
development needs and existing development ideas growth, reinforce the TJC identity on campus, main campus, 9 of which are residence halls. TJC 
said. “Input from leadership, students, faculty, staff and pedestrian circulation and potential land Master Plan continued 
and community stakeholders will help to identify the | acquisition/development, among other things.” on Page 3 
long-term vision and goals for these locations. The There are a total of 145 acres of land on TJC’s main — 
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for TJC’s main campus and additional sites,’ Lessner enhance student experiences, and address vehicular 
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By Marie Salazar The need for child care assistance for students remains 
hex Editor-in-Chief an issue. | 
“I was a single mother, I didn’t have anybody else. So | 
A clenched baby bottle in one hand, school backpack in mean, I was having to work full time and take care of my 


the other, hair in a bun and the smell of spit up lingering on __ kids and try to go to school. There was no possibility of child 
their clothes — all are common characteristics to describe care,” TJC sophomore Kim Foster said. 


a student-parent at one point in their life. The act of The average student-parent juggles a variety of 
juggling parental responsibilities, as well as working while _ responsibilities. T]C sophomore Jaylah Wyatt discusses what 
obtaining a college degree can become troublesome for an average day looks like for a student-parent. 
many student-parents. “For example, | drop my daughter off at school, go to class, 
According to the Institute for Women’s Policy Research, go pick her up, get home and get ready for bed. Then go 
“Over a quarter (26%) of all undergraduate students, or 4.8 to work. It becomes overwhelming, but | wouldn’t change 
million students, are raising dependent children.” having a child, because she’s made me stronger and more 


Out of 101 responses from the Tyler Junior College student motivated,” Wyatt said. 
body received on a poll taken by The DrumBeat staff 15.8% | : i ¢ 
of students said they are a student-parent while 47.5% of : Child Care continued 
the 101 votes stated they knew a student-parent at TIC. - } on Page 3. 
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East Texas State Fair returns after last year's cancellation 


“The vaccine is stil the bea cence goats that and we 


By Asia Johnson 
Managing Editor 


After last year’s cancellation due to COVID-19, The East 
Texas Fair has made its return this fall. The fair will host 
a college day on Sept. 30, allowing any college student to 
receive free admission by bringing their student ID to 
the admission booth. 

“I’m so excited to go to 
the East 


nonprofits. So the Tyler Lions Club; this is their biggest 
fundraiser of the year. Trinity Lutheran Church; this 
is their biggest fundraiser of the year, it all revolves 
around the affair. So the economic loss was significant,’ 
Rosenbaum said. 

The East Texas State Fair has always been located in the 
Harvey Hall Convention Center 


are encouraging that.” 










The annual East Texas State Fair has made its return after last year's absence. The fair has many attractions for food, rides, and live 
entertainment and will be held Sept. 24- Oct.3. 


Texas State Fair this September since we all missed it last 
year, said Apache Chief Emma Caldwell. “Whether you like 
the rides or not, the fair is the best place to be this time of 
year and | can’t wait. | am specifically looking forward to 
supporting my best friend in the TJC Jazz Band when they 
perform.” 

The East Texas Fair will be hosted from Sept. 24 - Oct. 3. 
Tickets and wristbands are available for online purchase at 
etstatefair.com. 

The absence of the fair last year had created a negative 
effect on not only the city, but also other local businesses 
and organizations. With a city economic loss of $10 
million, according to the fair’s Director of Marketing Cody 
Rosenbaum, many were affected by this major financial 
impact. 

“We have electricians, diesel fuel providers, you HERS 
it all depending on this‘event, as well'as numerous" 





parking lot, but because of renovations, a slight shift of 
location will take place. 

“We are left with about 30% of the parking lot, which 
has pushed the carnival much farther South than usual,” 
Rosenbaum said. “So we’re actually going to have the 
carnival rides on Houston Street or in parts of Mike Carter 
Field parking lot. So you'll see the carnival move, but 
it’s not being reduced in size. We're still bringing all the 
carnival rides we usually have, it’s just kind of shifted a 
little bit.’ 

With COVID cases still on the rise, the fair has 
implemented safety measures like sanitizer and wash 
stations, as well as opportunities for vaccination while still 
leaving freedom of choice to participants. 

“The main message is that we believe it’s your choice 
to come to the fair or not. We advise everyone to evaluate 
their own risk before coming to the fair knowing that itis 
a place where you could contract COVID,’ Rosenbaum said. 


Some students express their excitement and what they 
look forward to for this year’s event. 

“I cannot wait to try the different fried foods at the fair 
this year. That’s what I look forward to the most,’ Apache 
Belle Ashley Jeffery said. 

Despite slight changes in location and health — 
precautions, attendees are given assurance that the annual 
experience will still be the same. 

“For the most part, fairgoers are just going to have the 
same experience they usually do. We’re going to have a lot 
of great attractions, bringing back several that we've had in 
the past,’ Rosenbaum said. “There’s going to be really cool 
house bands that have live music the entire time.’ 

Here is a list of musicians that will be performing: TJC 
Jazz Ensemble - Sept. 28; Darin Morris Band - Sept. 24; 
Mason Lively - Sept. 25; Sabrina Toole - Sept. 26; The 
Tuxedo Cats- Sept. 27; Ashmore - ept. 29; an iach Jazz 


Ensemble Ser orgy Billie Jo - Oct.'1; and Get. Ze 





Earth and Space Science Center adds shows for fall semester 


By Joe Gaona 
Staff Writer 


TJC’s Earth and Space Science Center has added shows, 
including two “live” shows narrated by planetarium staff 
for the fall semester. 

Director of the Earth and Space Science Center, Dr. Beau 
Hartweg said ultimately the goal of the Earth Science 
Center is to inspire people toward science. 

The center is open to TJC students and the public from 
9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday-Friday and 11 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Saturday. Masks are encouraged, but not required, and 
seating has been limited to 75% capacity, or roughly 50 
people per show. 

Admission also includes entry to Velocity, an interactive 
exhibit offering guests a hands-on lesson in the science 
of motion. Screenings will be shown in the building’s 
trademark dome theatre. Shows being introduced or 
returning to the schedule include: 


“Unveiling the Invisible Universe” 

A new show showcasing our Universe through new 
and ever-changing technologies. Hartweg says this film 
demonstrates “all of these new telescopes that we have 





Photo By Chris Swann 
The Earth and Space Science Center has six 


shows that are presented every day of the 
week. The shows are displayed from Sept. 
14 - Nov. 19. 


that can see strange and weird things in our universe that 
we weren't able to see before,’ Hartweg said. 


“Traveling with Light” 
Geared toward a younger audience, “Traveling with 


Light” is a film shown through the lens of a conversation | 
between a mother and her child learning about the 
importance of light and the role it plays in our lives. 


"East Texas Sky - Live” 

This is a traditional Planetarium show, according to 
Hartweg. This program explores the local night sky in, “we 
show you the stars in the night sky and talk about what’s 
up in the sky that night. So, if you want to say, ‘Oh, if I want 
to go outside, what can I see tonight?’ That'd be a great 
show for people to kind of come and see.” 


"Journey Through Space - Live” 

Another ‘Live’ show, “Journey through Space” takes 
viewers on a journey through the Solar System, simulating 
travel from planet to planet. 


Prices for tickets are as follows: 
TJC students with an valid ID - $1 
Adults - $7 

Seniors and Children under 18 - $5 
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SEPT. 25 - OCT.9 _ 


SEPT. 28 


Student Senate 


OCT. 1 


Pink Out Photo 


Competition 
All Day a 11 am.- | p.m. 4-5 p.m. 
ONLINE Plaza RNHS Room 13! 








OCT. 5 


Therapet 


[1 a.m.- 2 p.m. 
Vaughn Library 


SEPT. 29 


Campus Capers 


General Assembly Tryouts Tryouts 
4-5 p.m. 4-6p.m. 4-6p.m. a 
WASC Board Room RPAC RPAC cs 


OCT. 4 


Taco Bout Mental 
Health Event 





OCT. 6 
Yogo on the lawn 


1 f am. 
Outside Potter Hall 


SEPT. 30 









‘Campus Capers 











OCT. 5 


Student Senate 
General Assembly 














OCT. 9 


Football 
TJC Vs NEO 






























Rose Stadium 
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By Colton Hollis 
Staff Writer 


on Sept. 9, President Joe Biden 
enacted sweeping vaccine mandates 
that would affect workers at private 
companies or corporations as well as many 
federal workers. While it doesn’t make 
vaccines required across the board, it may 
affect students who fit the requirements 
mentioned below. 
One order states employers with 100 
or more workers now must require 
their workers to be vaccinated or to be 
tested weekly. This directive also says 
the workers will be given paid time off 
for vaccination. “This requirement will 
impact over 80 million workers in private 
sector businesses with 100+ employees,” 
according to whitehouse.gov. 


] nanew COVID strategy announced 


NEWS 


September 24 - October 7, 





2021 


f 

Biden has laid out other precautions in 
the new plan, urging governors and large 
venues to put their own mandates into 
effect to keep the general public safe. 

In addition to the new federal mandates, 
states are still putting their own plans 
into effect in an attempt to stop the 
growth of new cases following 
the resurgence due to the Delta 
variant. According to data found 
on the site MultiState, Texas 
currently has no such mandates. 
The only policy in effect when 
it comes to vaccination is one 
that preempts locally run 
businesses from mandating a 
vaccine. 

“T can understand it,’ 
said Anakin Layton, TJC 
freshman business 
major. “The only thing 
I have an issue with is 


like a warehouse or factory then I 

understand the need.” 

According to data found on the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention website over the week 
of Sept. 13 to Sept. 20, Smith County 
has had 2,237 confirmed cases, while 

Texas as a whole has had 106,801 

confirmed cases. 

“| think it’s understandable 

because he wants to keep 
everyone Safe,” said Isabela 
Salazar, TJC freshman art major. 

“Some people don’t even follow the 
mandates in effect now, so I see the 
need for more.” 

While there is no current vaccine 

mandate for all U.S. citizens, the CDC 
shows as of Sept. 20, 63.9% of the 
population has at least one dose of 
the vaccine and 54.7% have been fully 
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White House announces new vaccine mandates 


some of his contemporaries. According 

to Virginia Allen with the Washington 
Examiner: “Arizona’s Attorney General 
Mark Brnovich is suing President Joe Biden 
and other administration officials over the 
new COVID-19 vaccine mandate.’ Other 
officials calling out the actions according 
to The New York Times and The Guardian 
include Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, South 
Dakota Gov. Kristi Noem, South Carolina 
Gov. Henry McMaster, and Tennessee State 
Rep. Vincent Dixie. 

While there are plenty of officials 
opposing the new propositions, there are 
those praising it, as well. The governor of 
Vermont Phil Scott is a good example of 
this. Many public health experts agree with 
Biden’s stance, although some, like the 
executive director of the American Public 
Health Association, Dr. Georges Benjamin, 
claim the action might have been “too little, 


Another stipulation of the new plan 
is any federal employee and health care 
worker who receives Medicare or Medicaid 
payments is required to seek vaccination. 
The whitehouse.gov also states it is 
“requiring COVID-19 vaccinations for over 
17 Million health care workers at Medicare 
and Medicaid participating hospitals and 
other health care settings.” 





Child Care: TJC 
students pursue _ 
alternative options 


From Page 1 


* Juggling these demands while trying to findan 
affordable child care facility remains difficult. Jessica 
Johnson, TJC freshman, discusses the struggles she faces 
as a student-parent. 

“Struggles I have are finding a reliable sitter for my 
babies and weekly fees of the daycare,” Johnson said. 

Good affordable child care is often one of the main 
issues student-parents face. After averaging five Tyler day 
care facilities’ price of tuition, the average weekly price for 
child care is $140.60 per week. Comparatively, the rate per 
month is $565.60 and $6787.20 yearly. 

The cost of living in Tyler is often seen as cheaper in the 
U.S. According to bestplaces.net, the cost of living in Tyler 
is 82.8, meaning, “an amount below 100 means Tyler is 
cheaper than the U.S. average. A cost of living index above 

100 means Tyler, Texas is more expensive.” 

Meaning the cost of living is just below normal. The 
overall cost of living average includes housing, food 
and groceries, transportation, utilities, health care and 
miscellaneous expenses. If the price of child care for 
parents is included then this overall cost of living would 
significantly rise. This can create more stress for a 
student-parent. 

“As a parent, you want your child to go to a well- 
respected daycare or school and be able to be comfortable 
while he or she attends. And you don’t get those things 
unless you pay what they want,” Wyatt said. 

At this time, TJC does not offer a child care facility for 
its students on campus. However, students believe an on- 
campus child care facility would benefit them. 

“I'd have more time to do extra work if needed; also I'll 
be on time cause we'd all be headed to school,” Freshman 
Jessica Johnson said. 

Foster discusses how knowing where her kids were 


depending on how close 
the workers are to 
each other. For 
example, if all the 
employees are in 
separate rooms, I 
don’t see the need for 
it. But, if they are all 
close to each other 


vaccinated. 






while in class would be a stress reliever. 

“T could, if | needed to, leave class immediately, 
but I also have the ability to be in class and learn ata 
better pace for me, because honestly, online is so difficult 
to pay attention to multiple things at the same time,’ 
Foster said. 

Though TJC does not offer a child care facility for its 
students on campus, there are a few alternatives for 
student-parents. 

The Perkins Grant is offered to TJC students who meet 
specific requirements. According to Perkins Guidelines 
found on TJC.edu, “All Perkins participants must be 


* full-time ‘students majoring in an Associate of Applied ~ 


The Perkins G 


Grant 





Graphic by Marie Salazar 
The graphic above illustrates the money rewarded to 
student-parents weekly. The Perkins Grant is offered to 
students who meet specific requirements. 


Sciences degree, certificate, or health science program as 
listed in the Tyler Junior College course catalog.” 

The Perkins Grant provides Dependent Care, which 
is funding provided by the grant that pays a portion of 
daycare fees. Each family is limited to three dependents. 
The weekly funding also ranges depending on the child’s 
age. For infants to age 1, families receive $65; for ages 
1 to 2 - they can be awarded $60; for ages 2 and up to 
Kindergarten the limit is $50, after school care is $40. 

To receive this grant, one must meet the qualifications 
listed on the TJC website. 

In addition, for those who are not eligible for any of 
the following opportunities for child care assistance, the 
family learning center is available and is a tuition-based 
program for children. 

According to the Family Center’s Website, “The 
Family Learning Center of Tyler serves as the TJC Child 
Development/Early Childhood Education Laboratory 


too late.” 


“T think it’s a good idea,” said Isaura 
Munoz, TJC sophomore dental hygiene 
major. “I think a lot of people are scared [of 
the vaccine] because it’s such a new thing. 

But at the end of the day, wouldn't it make 
you feel better to take the steps to be safe 
because it’s better than nothing.” 

Many of these stances taken by Biden 
were met with negative feedback from 


Graphic By Chris Swann 


School for college students preparing for careers in early 
childhood professions.’ The tuition price is based on age. 
It is $145 /week for ages 6 weeks to 18 months; $135/ 

week for ages 18 months to 5 years. Tuition is also locked 


The Family Learning Center 





Tuption is bc 


ched in for 2 years 





Graphic by Marie Salazar 
The graphic above illustrates the weekly tuition 
fee for specific age groups at the Family Learning 
Center of Tyler. TJC partners with this facility in 
preparing college students for their career in early 
childhood professions. 


in for two years. 

There are also other opportunities outside of 

TJC for students. 

According to the Texas Rising Star, Texas offers 
families child care assistance through the Child Care and 
Development Fund. “Eligible families of children under 
the age of 13 may receive child care financial assistance 
so that parents can work, attend school, or participate in 
training.’ Eligibility requirements for this funding may 
vary. To find out more about this opportunity, visit twe. 
texas.gov/programs/childcare. 

Another option to assist student-parents is the non- 
profit organization, The Child Care Services Association. 
This organization provides funds through a Child Care 
Subsidy Assistance. “Child care assistance through the 
counties is primarily available to income-eligible parents 
who are working. If you need child care to work, if your 
family is in crisis, or if your child is developmentally 
delayed or has special needs, you may also qualify for 
assistance. In some cases, parents attending community 
colleges or undergraduate schools are eligible.” For more 
information about Child Care Subsidy Assistance, visit 
childcareservices.org/families/paying-for-child-care/. 





Master Plan: 
Gathering Apache 
suggestions by Sept. 30 


From Page 1 


owns all the buildings on both the main campus and 
TJC West, according to the Director of Facilities and 
Construction, Mark Gartman. A mapping exercise is 
available online where anyone can comment about 
the campus in a visual demonstration. 
Ee With many students and faculty members on 
-.... campus with different opinions and ideas, TJC has 
prepared a way to respond to these suggestions. 
_ Dean of Students Dr. Tam Nannen said, “Through 
interviews with all stakeholders of the college 
(students, faculty, staff, community, etc.), Freese 
and Nichols, Inc., which is a professional planning, 
consulting, and engi cute firm, will Hes their : 


ae = 


- action has been 
putin place in 
order to take 


4 Sune ys and = 


and mapping exercise at tjc.edu. All survey deadlines 
will be Sept. 30. 

Effort is being put toward this project as it shows 
this plan will take place in the very near future. 

”The development of TJC’s Comprehensive 
Master Plan will 
take place in 
four phases that 
will guide the 
process,’ Lessner 
said. “These 
phases include: 
information 
collection, 
analysis, 
review and 
refinement/final 
recommendations. 
The surveys are 
part of phase 1.” 

A course of 


information from 


movement. 


“Freese and Nichols will take the data gathered in 


the surveys, analyze it, and make recommendations 
from their analysis,” Nannen said. 


sage 
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Column and Photo 
Illustrations by 
Marie Salazar 
Editor-In-Chief 


Around 1,100 college students 
commit suicide each year due to 
ongoing stress within their lives, 
according to a 2010 report written 
by National Center for Biotechnology 
Information. As the school year 
slowly progresses and the workload 
broadens, college students must 
learn to juggle the stress of at- 
home life while classes continue to 
become more difficult. This poses 
the question of the true benefits of 
taking a mental health day. 

Mental health is often seen as a 
taboo discussion among college 
students; however, the need for 
this conversation has become more 
prominent. . 

Don Neal, therapist with Mosaic 
Counseling Center of East Texas, 
discusses the importance of taking a 





September 24 October 7, 2021 


Combating the stigma of taking mental health days 


mental health day. 

“The mental health day 
is just the time to really 
spend on yourself to make — 
sure that you're getting to 
do the things that help you - 
be energized,” Neal said. — 
“Taking a mental health day 
just allows a student to just 
reconnect with themselves 
to kind of get back to who 
they are.” 

According to an 
article written by 
gundersonhealth.org, 
“everyone Carries stress and 
it can be especially difficult 
to manage when you begin 
feeling overwhelmed. A 
break to reset may be 
needed.” 

Mental health days 
are solely taken to help 
relax and rejuvenate 
the mind. Sometimes 
school or work life can 
become so overwhelming 
that individuals become 
extremely mentally 
exhausted. This 
immediately causes a lack 


of drive to finish or complete things, 


which unfortunately creates a 
vicious cycle. 


Senior at the University of Texas at 


Tyler Lillie VanSickle discusses why 
she thinks it’s important to take a 
mental health day. 

“Taking a mental health day is 
something that I’ve found to be 
really good for me. I can catch 
up on much-needed sleep, go do 
something that makes me happy, or 


just relax,” VanSickle said. “A mental 


health day isn’t a setback, but more 
of a reset. It allows me to step back 
and enjoy my life, but also makes 


Gundersonhealth.org says, 


me motivated to go back and study 
what I’m passionate about." 

Mental health is one of the many 
factors that plays a significant 
role in college students’ scholarly 
performance; therefore, it should not 
be taken lightly. 

“For me, mental health days 
basically consist of giving myself 
permission not to worry about 
things. As someone who works full 
time and does school full time, giving 
myself days where I don’t have to 
worry about things is absolutely 
necessary. They help me take a break 
and get things off my mind,” TJC 
Freshman Amasa Lynn Hartong said. 


"Everyone carries stress and it can be especially 
difficult to manage when you begin feeling overwhelmed. A break to reset 
may be needed." If you or someone you know is combating depression, 
contact the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255. 








t 





Nevertheless, the stress of college 
life can become overwhelming. 
Often times leading to depression 
and thoughts of suicide. In a battle 
against the world, know you are 
not alone. 

If you are having thoughts of 
suicide or your pain is becoming too 
hard to handle and you feel that this 
feeling is permanent, contact the 
National Suicide prevention lifeline 
at 1-800-273-8255. Remember 
nothing is permanent.and help is: 
available today. 





How searching the web can save the planet 





Column and Graphic by 
Brooklyn Gundling 
Copy Editor 


With the growing technological 
advancements of the internet, it’s 
no wonder most of us don’t know 
all that’s out there. Recently, I came 
across a Search’engine, called Ecosia, 
that works just the same as Google, 
but uses the money gained from your 
searches to give back to the Earth. 

Ecosia gives 100% of its profits 
into planting trees around the world 
and investing in various greenhouse- 
focused projects. They make doing 
good as easy as a click. Once you 
download Ecosia, there will be a tree 
counter in the corner to help you 
keep track of how many trees your 
searches have planted. Not only is 
the browser minimalist and clean, 
but as environmentally friendly as it 
can be. 

Since launching in December 2009, 
Ecosia and its users have planted 
over 60 million trees, opting to build 
their own solar-powered energy 
plant in an effort to go even greener 
in their business practices. They 
hire environmental scientists to help 
decide where those trees need to 
be planted in order to best help the 
surrounding communities and fragile 
ecosystems they generally plant in. 
This decision was made on the fear 


that planting trees in the wrong 
places can do more harm than good. 
According to an article published 

in Science in 2016 titled “Europe’s 
Forest Management did not Mitigate 
Climate Warming,” scientists found 
planting the wrong type of tree can 
actually increase the overall heat in 
the area. Some trees replace carbon 
dioxide best in colder climates, while 
others in warmer. They also found 
that planting trees with roots that 
dig too deep in an area too close to 
sea-level can also disrupt the soil and 
cause shifting that may result ina 
sink hole. 

After many of those studies were 
published, Ecosia changed its tactic 
to include environmental technicians 
as a part of their process in deciding 
where to plant their trees. To me, this 
feels like a step in the right direction. 
Many times, companies are faced 
with a difficult choice, morality or 
money. Unfortunately, money seems 
to be the victor at almost every point. 
However, with Ecosia, they realized 
while hiring additional people to be 
present at their project sites would 
be more expensive, it would be much 
better for the environment in the 
long run. This is an initiative that we 
fail to see with most companies. 

After major disasters like the 
California wildfires in 2018, or the 
more recent Brazilian fires in 2020, 
Ecosia sends trees funded by your 
searches to try and rebuild the 
planet. “We believe that protecting 
our planet should know no borders, 
and no walls” the company’s content 
leader, Joshi Gottlieb , wrote in his 
piece titled “Ecosia Wildfire Relief” 
in the Ecosia Blog during both 
the Brazilian and Australian fires 
of 2020. They have funded many 
green projects like “Ecosia-Trees,” 
which allows businesses to get 


more involved in their relief efforts 
whenever a major disaster strikes. 
They have grown so much, that 

no longer do they wait for natural 
devastation, but instead work to stay 
ahead of the curve by planting as 
many trees as they possibly can in 
the necessary regions. 

Now is the time when consumers 
are finally stepping up and are urging 
large companies like Amazon and 
Apple to give back to the planet, and 
while those corporations do give 
pieces of that money to charities 
around the holiday season, a large 
portion goes right into the bank 
accounts of their board. Here is a 
company fully dedicated to giving 
back to not only the consumer but to 
the planet as best they can. 


we say how much we want to help 
but don’t have the time, the money, or 


the knowledge that could be useful. 


But what Ecosia has given us is a way 
to help that requires only the effort 
of downloading the free chrome 
extension. In legitimately two clicks 
you can do your part in taking care of 
the planet. 

If you want to help, visit 
info.ecosia.org to learn more about 
the cause and how you can get 
involved simply by searching the 
web like normal. As Gottlieb ends 
his blog, “Together, we can take on 
challenges that are too big for one’ 
person. Together, we’ll make a real 
difference.” 


One tree planted 
by Ecosia users 


every 1.3 seconds 
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CROSSWORD P i THEME: SOCIAL MEDIA 


34. Late December 
season 


1. The American Tribal 29: Rough, as in voice 


Love-Rock Musical 37. Chop off Re 
5. Hallucinogenic drug 38. cuselngi King's “The 


S$) Some specialetiects,.) == 
ie, 39. "Do others..." 


11. Chip in Vegas 40. Strep throat organ 


12. Cordelia's father in 42. File a suit 
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The Ornelas Health and Physical Education Center is currently back for the fall semester. 


Orne 








By Marie Salazar 
Editor-In-Chief 


The Ornelas Health and Physical Education Center is 
open to students and faculty and staff this fall on a limited 
basis. The OHPE is currently open Monday through 
Thursday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Heath Stoner, director of the OHPE, discusses what is 
currently available to students, faculty and staff. These 
include: 


The upstairs and downstairs weight rooms 

The downstairs weight room in the OHPE includes 
some of the facility's heavy-weight equipment. “That’s our 
heavy room, heavy machines, heavy racks heavy leg press,” 
Stoner said. The upstairs weight room is also available for 
use. 


The upstairs cardio room 

The upstairs cardio room includes most of the facility’s 
cardiovascular equipment. This room includes equipment 
like ellipticals, treadmills, stair steppers, bicycles and 
rowing machines. 


The upstairs workout room 
In the upstairs workout room, OHPE offers a variety of 
equipment. “We have our upstairs, exercise room, stability 


las Health and Physical Education 
enter open ona limited basis this fall | 
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balls, yoga mats, medicine balls, bars, building core work,” 
Stoner said. 


The upstairs track 

The OHPE provides students with an upstairs track that 
has been specifically created to where one mile equals 10 
laps on the track. 


Ping pong room 

The ping pong room is located on the lower level of the 
OHPE. There are two ping pong tables provided for the use 
of students. 


New virtual reality room 

“We also have a downstairs virtual reality room that’s 
brand new. That is for the intramural department, but, 
students are able to participate in the virtual reality,” 
Stoner said. To find out more about the virtual reality 
room, check with the OHPE for details. 


Front and back lobby 

“Our indoor lobby is when students first arrive in and 
kind of our back lobby. Those have two computer monitors 
that our students are able to play video game consoles,’ 
Stoner said. They can both be used during operating hours 
of the OHPE. 

Locker rooms 


The OHPE also provides two locker rooms. Ginese can be 
used to take showers. 

The OHPE is free to all students. All you need is your 
student ID to enter. 


In the fall 2020 semester and spring 2021 semesters, 
the OHPE remained closed to students for all forms of 
recreational use to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 

According to tjc.edu/OHPE, “Because instruction is the 
core of our mission at TJC, we take numerous precautions 
and a certain degree of risk for instruction, but we cannot 
take the risk for recreational activities during this health 
crisis.” 

For some students, the OHPE played a large impact in 
their life. Now that it is open again they are able to go back 
to their normal routine. 

“For me personally, working out and like lifting weights 
is like my form of therapy or escape. It’s really imperative 
for, like, my state of being. And so not having it last year 
was kind of stressful in a way. But having it open now has 
been really helpful,” Sophomore, Tyler Hageaman said. 

The OHPE is free to all students. To enter students must 
provide a valid TJC ID. 











Pride of TJC offers a safe place for LGBTQ+ community 


By Emily Niebuhr 
Student Life Editor 


The Pride of TJC is a smaller organization than some on campus, 


but it is having an impact on the LBGTQ+ community. 

Sophomore Brianna Murphy, the president of The Pride of TJC, 
said the club provides educational opportunities despite having the 
hurdles of funding and attendance during the pandemic. 

“We do different things with education, outreach and activism 
around campus,” Murphy said. 

The Pride of TJC holds weekly meetings and plans to 
participate in the Tyler Area Gays Pride In The Park event from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 10. | 

According to Murphy, The Pride of TJC has a significant role 
on campus because it provides a space for LGBTQ+ students to 
connect. 

“T think it’s important, especially because a lot of people feel 
alone or that they are not normal,” Murphy said. “In the LGBTQ+ 
community many struggle with mental health and their family 
members not agreeing with them, which can be lonely without the 
support they need and the community can help each other in the 
difficult times.” 

Freshman Caiden McClure said Pride provides valuable 
resources without having to leave campus. 

“I think others should know about it because many people want 
a sense of belonging, and you can find it right on campus as long 
as you know where to look,” McClure said. “It is a safe space for 
LGBT students, as well as a good place to get information if you 
are confused about gender and sexuality.” 

McClure said-he joined The Pride of TJC to connect with others 
who share similar experiences. 


“| decided the join because I am a transgender male and wanted 
to find people who are like me,” McClure said. 

According to Murphy, the club provides a unique space for 
students. 

“Especially in East Texas, and Tyler, Texas, because I’m in 
this area, there’s a lot of stigma toward members of the LGBTQ+ 
community. And we strive to bring Tyler Junior College students 
together through community activism and support,” Murphy said. 

The goal of the organization is to spread awareness about 
LGBTQ+ topics and issues, as well as provide a community 
for LGBTQ+ students, McClure said. “I believe we need it on 
campus to show incoming students that even if they don’t fit 
into other clubs, they can come to ours and have a safe-space,” 
McClure said. 

Also, the club advocates for the LBGTQ+ community and 
pushes for policy change on campus. In spring 2021, the club 


presented a resolution to get pronoun options on Canvas expanded. 


“Several of our members reached out to the Student Senate, 
and then we advocated for them to enable pronouns on canvas,” 
Murphy said. 

Murphy said their own experiences influenced their decision to 
become the president of The Pride of TJC. 

“T wanted to help personally because I grew up in a home that 
was homophobic, so later I came out and realized I developed 
a mindset when you grow up your value changes so you don’t 
become what your family tells you,” Murphy said. “You know 
it’s wrong to hate people just because of their gender or sexual 
orientation.” 

The Pride of TJC meets from 3-4 p.m. every Friday in Jenkins © 


Building, Room 224, and is open to all students... 





Photo by Emily Niebuhr 
_ Brianna Murphy serves as the president ae 
The Pride of TIC. 
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'Sly Fox' kicks off TJC fall theatre season 





oR 


By Chris Crymes Both sides of the production 


Entertainment Editor have been following TJC’s . 
COVID-19 safety guidelines while ¢ 


Eee etting the show up. 
fH “Sly Fox” will have its first showing for audiences Sept. 29 in the Jean Browne 2 i eae aad sears 
theatre. The play will be open for the greater Tyler community and TJC students, have bean fistand finious” Davis 
a S c r 
marking the full return of TJC theatre since COVID lockdowns. said, but that doesn’t keep the 
TJC students can receive a free ticket at the box office after presenting their up-to- re from keeping everyone as 
date student ID. Community members can purchase tickets for $10 at the Jean Brown safe and illness free as possible 
ne: ; “The students understand the 
Theatre professor and director Jacob Davis and students from TJC's theatre magnitude of an outbreak within 
department have been hard at work getting "Sly Fox" on its legs for opening night. the cast. They all acknowledge 
Written by “M*A*S*H*” creator Larry Gelbart and originally premiering on cement ae outbreak happens, then 
Broadway in 1976, “Sly Fox” is a modern reworking of Ben Johnson’s 1606 satire the show will not go on,” Daeie 
“Volpone” (Italian for sly fox). Gelbart’s adaptation uproots the comedy from aa) UNG se 
; i said. “With that understanding, 
renaissance era Venice to early 1900s San Francisco. 
ae ee the company has been wearing 
It is a humorous retelling of a classic story about aman whose greed is so strong, face coverings throughout the 
he will do the worst to keep it going,” Davis said. “It has been a while since we have ; Pen : 
Zeipeeks ; ; rehearsal process by their own 
done a stylized comedy, and this is a show that I enjoy. It’s always refreshing to ; 
; : : : sae choice. When we perform for 
leave the ‘real’ world for a couple of hours and I’m thinking even more so during a 
‘ : i 2. audiences, the cast will not be 
pandemic. Al] those things made me choose this particular show. wearing face coverings.” 


Davis and company aren’t 
the only ones ready to offer a 
reprieve from day-to-day stress. 
“Before COVID, we loved going 
to the opera and theatre as much 
as possible. It was our favorite 
thing to do on a night out,” said 
Tyler local, Scott Moore, “and the Photo by Chris Crymes 
ae penis ie have suchan Jean Browne theatre's box office can 
elevated level to their productions. : 
le ae on ae be found next to the faculty offices 
see them perform again’ inside the lobby. Get tickets fast, 


showings start Sept. 29. 





> 


Be sure to be on the lookout for all of TJC 
theatre's upcoming plays and musicals this 
semester! 


"Sly Fox" | Sept. 29-Oct.2 
“Nevermore: The Imaginary Life and Mysterious 


ae | Photo by Chris Swann | Death of Edgar Allen Poe" | Nov. 10-13 
Students in Davis' production practicum course use their class time to 


put the finishing touches on the set for "Sly Fox" in Jean Browne Theatre. 


James Wan's ‘Malignant' stabs at giallo 


ad ren « 
Story and graphic by Chris Crymes an Argento classic, fans of the genre will look 
Entertainment Editor you dead in your eyes and say, “Yeah, isn’t it that 
wild?” This unabashed craziness playing for full 
sincerity is what is known as “camp. 
.. This is the realm of film James 
“Wan is paying truckloads of homage 
to with his new theatrical and HBO Max 
release, “Malignant,” and | believe that’s exactly 
what most audiences and critics aren’t recognizing. 
As of Sept. 21, the film stands at a 6.3 out of 10 on 
- IMDb and a divisive 50% on Metacritic. “Malignant” 
is definitely not your conventional 2021 horror 
release. It is not “the next vision of horror from 
James Wan” that the trailers would lead you to 
believe. 

In a YouTube post, Wan described his start of 
production on “Malignant” as “wanting to make 
something you would find on a VHS shelf in a cheap 
rental store.’ He also said in a Sept. 9 Instagram 
post, asking viewers to not, “go in expecting ‘The 
*“ Conjuring;' this is a different beast. Whatever you * 

do, AVOID SPOILERS! Knowing as little as possible 

is the best way to experience this film.” Coming out 

of the film, | completely understand 

why Wan made these statements. 

With this in mind, there’s no way for 
me to watch the utter madness Wan 
presents as anything other than his own 
genuine attempt at making a giallo film in 
2021. Wan could’ve easily taken Warner 
Bros.’ $40 million and given them the 
next installment in “The Conjuring” or 
“Insidious” franchises, which is what I’m 
sure the studio wanted. That could not 
be further from what's been released. 

I will respect the director’s wishes and 
keep the narrative content of the film 
as vague as possible, but you will never 
guess the first and third act reveals 
“Malignant” has in store. | mean this to the most extreme 
degree. | watched this with a group of friends on HBO 
Max’s simultaneous release, and our collective jaws hit 
the floor i pousnly five times by the time the end credits 
rolled. Although this is the truest form ofa 
campy horror movie from a bygone era, my 

hat is off to Wan and his team. 
| Don’t expect outdated visuals. Despite 

having the DNA of a 70s movie, this is 
fragrantly a James Wan film, and I believe 

that is where audiences and critics are 

getting lost. Every shot is done with as wide 
of an angle lens as possible. Wan’s signature 
parabolic pans litter the film. The visuals and 
effects are immaculate, sometimes toafault. 
My only complaintisthecrispandclean 
look of the film flies directly aon Wan’ Si: 













The Italian word “Giallo” translates 
literally to yellow, but giallo holds a 
different definition for horror fans. In the 
1920s and 30s, Italian publishers put yellow 
borders around translations of kitschy British and 
American pulp crime and mystery novels flooding 
shelves. As the popularity of these yellow bound books 
rose, more Italian publishers began pumping out their 
own books. These would gain notoriety as trashy, 
violent fiction, eventually establishing the term “giallo” 
as stand in for this risqué genre. 

Eventually, in the late 1960s and early 70s, Italian 
film directors would show the influence of these books 
by transitioning these stories into films, creating a 
genre that took the world by storm. Compared to 
everything being released at the time, these giallo 
horror movies were mind blowing.-They left audiences... 
in the hands of dark, unforgivable, mysterious villains 
that carry their own attempt at an iconic horror 
weapon (directly influencing 80s slasher genre’s 
countless killers). Touchstones of the genre being 
endings where the heroes never make it out unscathed, 
usually covered in blood, and countless gruesome 
kills that would make U.S. slasher releases avert their 
eyes, rendered in gritty practical effects. Said effects 
cutting away at the right moment to make a viewer's 
imagination fill in the gaps for their failings. Giallo films 
have something outside of blood and shocking levels of 
violence that draws new fans. 

These crazy, inexpensive horror spectacles have 
some of the most baffling plots that move so fast, a 
new viewer has no time to closely analyze what they’re 
being presented. This forces a viewer to turn their 
critical brain off and surrender to the insanity, akin to 
an amusement park dark-ride or roller coaster. The 
best films in the genre actively utilize this staged empty 
headedness, like Dario Argento’s “Suspiria” uses the 
landscape of a nightmare to excuse its poor editing and 
obviously practical effects. If you start to poke holes in 








Wan needed to somehow elbow the audience and slyly 
ask, “Hey, isn’t this absolutely bananas?” By the end, the 
content itself is deranged enough to do this, but I’m not 
sure if that was enough for viewers expecting the next 
“Conjuring." If “Malignant” had as little as a film grain or 
VHS filter over it, the intent of homage would be actually 
conveyed and this gray area would be solved. 

Even with this disconnect, Wan has my admiration. 
He’s made a film that is defiantly original and precisely 
in line with his vision. Granted, it is a vehemently 
outrageous vision, but how many of those get a full $40 
million rollout? Meaning this release is potentially good 
news for those wishing for more original ideas. Things 
don’t look great, with a dismal $24.6 million worldwide 
paearical total as of Mie 21, but : a a 
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Intramural sports return after yearlong hiatus: 











' 
By Chris Swann the stresses of college. : 4 
Design and Photo Editor “It’s fun and exciting to share the love of the if 
game with other students,” said sophomore ¢ 
Recreational sports are back in full swing for Kameron Bryant. “It’s also competitive and gives i 
the fall semester. After a hiatus due to COVID-19 me a chance to improve my skills.” 
restrictions in 2020, rec sports are once again Sophomore Alyssa Richey, who is aiming to 
offering a way for the student body to make start a kickball team this October, sees rec sports 
connections with others through the art of sport. as a way to give her mind a break and 
“Rec sports help with mental health through avoid burnout. 
social interaction and support physical health “I think others should participate in rec sports 
and wellness, ” said Derek Talcott, coordinator because it’s a great opportunity to enjoy yourself 
of TJC recreational sports and summer camps. outside of class and gain lasting friendships,” 
“The activities are designed to support a holistic Richey said. 
TJC experience. If a student is struggling to Measures are also being taken to help keep 
connect socially, rec sports are a quick win in students and staff safe from COVID-19 by 
meeting new people.’ including hand sanitizers at check-in stations, 
Sports like flag football, kickball, volleyball, limiting shared equipment, and increasing the 
and the new addition of virtual reality games frequency of cleaning. 
are among the many activities the organization Students who are interested in joining 
offers. need to sign up through IMLeagues to join a 
“We have recently added virtual reality gaming league. There will be two weeks provided for 
systems, which are definitely outside-the-box students and staff to register. Sports are played 
activities,’ Talcott said. “We are currently in Monday through Friday, though times may vary 
the process of getting the word out and having depending on the sport. 
students try the systems out. So far, we are 7" For more information, including game : 
Photo by Chris Swann. times and schedules, visit the Rec Sports and 


getting great, positive feedback and students are 
Top Left: A defender pulling a flag off the ball carrier. Top Right , ; ; 
in m. 
ce aaa ayticoaied ara The oe and Bottom: A wide receiver jumps up to catch a pass among Intramurals page on TJC s website at tic.edu/ 
p Patedisolak Nadi Ositive meme anerantere intramural. 


jase? 


experiences and use rec sports to escape from 
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FIRST COPY FREE CORRECTIONS POLICY 


Additional copies may be purchased for SO cents 
gach by contacting the TJC journalism office. 
Newspaper theft is a crime. Those who violate the 
single copy rule may be subject to civil and criminal 
persecution and/or subject to university discipline. 


be emailed to news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to 


Jenkins 1114B. 


ADVERTISING 

The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate 

of $5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
DrumBeat's advertising card with submission 
guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510-2335. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate infor- 
mation and welcomes comments, suggestions, and/ 
or complaints about errors that warrant correction. 
Messages about news coverage can be emailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com. Letters to the editor may 


The DrumBeat invites its readers to share views 
by writing letters to the editor. All contributions 
will be edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 
words maximum}, profanity and personal attacks. All 


letters must include the author's name, address 
telephone number, and academic classification. 
Editors reserve the right to deny publication of 
any letter. Letters should be emailed to: news@ 
thedrumbeat.com or brought to Jenkins 1114B. 
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newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published by 
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spring terms except during holidays and final exams. 
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opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the administration, faculty, staff, or the adviser. 
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